
 
 
 
 
 

Friends,  
 
I have seen many of you around the city this summer. You will see more of me knocking on 
your doors to talk to you about issues that are important to you. I am very excited for the fall 
legislative floor session to address some serious problems.  
 
Assembly Democrats are working on growing the green jobs economy.  In the state budget 
we passed a number of business boosting tax credits and a number of initiatives to 
strengthen our workforce for the long term. To continue to get our economy back on track 
and to keep it strong in the future we need to focus on developing the green jobs economy 
of today. Here is what we are doing to help: 
 

1. Streamlining wind energy policy to unleash its true potential – AB 256 is a vital 
step in breaking stalemates on wind projects across the state so we can unleash this 
green industry’s potential to:  

• Grow the state’s green industry sector, creating family-supporting jobs.  
• Attract new companies to Wisconsin.  
• Protect our environment.  

2. Investing in the green jobs economy. Legislation from Ted Zigmunt would allow a 
utility to complete its renewable resource requirement by using alternative renewable 
resources. This measure will:  

• Spur the kind of renewable energy innovation we need to create new family-
supporting jobs in Wisconsin, like Orion Energy is doing right now.  

• Reduce carbon emissions, making the air we breathe cleaner.  
• Make energy bills more manageable for working families.  
• Reduce energy costs for Wisconsin businesses to make them more competitive.  

 
I am dedicated to protecting the public from drunk drivers. We are committed to working 
on drunken driving reforms that will help keep people safe in their communities and on the 
road. This is a bi-partisan issue.  Some Assembly Republicans support this legislation and we 
hope to work with them to pass these critical reforms.  Last month Majority Leader Tom 
Nelson and I held a forum at the Appleton Public Library to discuss the state’s drunk driving 
problem with members of the community. From this meeting it was clear to me that the 
residents of Appleton are ready for reform on drunk driving laws.  

 
1. AB 283 is an omnibus package that will address this serious problem by:  

• Taking on the root of the problem by providing prevention measures like 
mandatory ignition interlock for first time .15 offenders and 
individualized probation and treatment options for offenders.  

• Expanding the STOP program statewide. The Safe Streets Treatment 
Options Program (SSTOP) offers reduced time of imprisonment to 
convicted OWI offenders if they successfully complete a local treatment 



program along with probation. This program will save counties money 
and reduce the likelihood of re-offending. 

•  Toughening penalties – Including making a 4
th 

DWI offense a felony, 
extending license revocation, and increasing penalties for injuries.   

 
Earlier this year, a bipartisan taskforce of legislators, lending experts and consumer 
advocates was formed to develop ideas that will help Wisconsin families who have been 
caught in the current foreclosure crisis. We must act quickly to protect the dream of 
homeownership and to prevent the nightmare of foreclosure. To strengthen our 
economy we must arm people with the information they need to make smart financial 
decisions when buying a home, and protect them during a foreclosure. Our initiatives to 
address this critical issue include:  

 
1.  Ensuring that homeowners who face foreclosure will receive the 

information they need to help them keep their homes. Prevention can 
save many families from the final reality of a foreclosure.  

2. Strengthening financial literacy education so that future homebuyers are 
prepared to buy their first home. Much of the housing crisis was caused by 
consumers misunderstanding their agreements, and in some cases, bad acting 
lenders preying on these poorly informed consumers.  

3.  Give individuals facing foreclosure the opportunity to make 
modifications to their loan and stay in their home. Helping families keep 
their homes while honoring their loans will help them get back on the feet 
sooner and help the economy in the long run.  

 
We are also working hard on campaign finance reform.  Assembly Democrats will build 
on the steps they took earlier this session, like enacting a historic policy-change that 
prohibited fundraising by legislators during the budget process, to reform our 
government and our elections. This includes: 

 
1. Cleaning up Supreme Court Elections – We will fight for AB 65, the 
Impartial Justice Bill, which provides public financing for State Supreme Court 
campaigns.  

• The role that the special interests have played in State Supreme Court races 
has greatly increased in recent elections.  
• A seat on the State Supreme Court should not be decided by money, it 
should be decided on the merits of the candidates.  

2. Banning campaign fundraising during budget process – For the first time 
we passed a ban during the State Budget process. We would now like to turn this 
Assembly rule into a law. I will work hard to support this legislation.    

 

 
Penny Bernard Schaber 
57th Assembly District 



Events 
Do you have an event you would like Penny to attend in Appleton? If so please contact the 
office at 608-266-3070 or email rep.bernardschaber@legis.wi.gov.  

 
Penny’s Pointer 
 
State of Wisconsin Blue Books are now available. Blue Books provide information about the 
state government.  You can find statistics, short biographies of state leaders and historical 
information in the Blue Book.  This year’s Blue Book features an article that highlights 
Wisconsin’s advancements in the field of astronomy.  To receive a Blue Book please respond 
to this email with “Blue Book” in the subject line.  Please be sure to include your address so 
that I can deliver your Blue Book.  
 
As always, if you have any comments, questions or concerns please feel free to contact my 
office 1-888-534-0057.  
 
 
 


